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T being certain from Hiffory that thofe who 
have been Founders of Laws have generally 
pretended Divine In{piration for them, as Ly- 
curgus, Numa, Mahomet, and others ; by 

what Criterion may we difcover when {uch Pretenfions as thele 

are fal(e and fabulous, and ( if there be any {uch ) when they 
gre tre and real ? 


Queft. I. 


Aniw. Partof the Anfwer to this important Query 
the Publick has already had in Numb. 9. ot this Volume, 
part of che remainder here follows: | 
For Solon, whatever his Wi/dom might be, certain- 
ly his Hon:(ty was not lo extraordinary. There coud 
sot be a more foft, effeminate, loofer man then he, 
whereia we believe he outdid evea Alcibiades and Cea- 
faria former ages. He was molt unnaturally Lewd him- 
felf, with Pififiratus and others, and not content with 
he propagated this Lewdnejs by his Poems, which 
are reprelenzed as full of Jide elfe, and this not on- 
ly when ne was Young, but in his Old Axe, confeis- 
to Wire and Homen, 
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ing even then, his smpotent Love 
| o> OP ae Strat. tus den: Mak tt eet i 
diending it, and Glorytng tn it: For ail watch Pli- 
tarch, makes but a very forry Exccufe, ** chat being a 
} pine ? Sse } ’ , lea , . ’ ‘ q 
ale V4, v4 a anu Naving lutiered lomany Vang rs. CU as 
+ s 4 ” cpl et pee . or Pt 
<' fhou’d be recompencd with Plealure and Enyoey- 
‘ sts; Which tare he might have been, and yet thote 
plealures Natit 1 Lawful, but his Afinners re- 
ayy Were, we COLON N@ Nad @s§ Attie reaion to Doalt 


“heed not chaaee his Virtue tor Gold, as any Man in 
the World, unlets becaute he was confctous he had to 
jimall a Stock By him, that "twas hardly fafficien: tor 
his own He. 

For Numa, we really think, according to the Ac- 
count Hifforians give us, chat he was the bef man of 
‘em all, we mean the Heathen Law-givers, Dut yet 
neither is he without fluch faules as were wholly in- 
excufable. He teems no better than a Sorcerer, and 
Plutarch exprefly calls his pretended Egeris, a F omiliar, 
and chis feems to have obtain’d among the vulzur, as 
ppears by che Tradition Plutarch mentions, of his Ont- 
ons, and Bones, and Hair, and other toolith Mazical 
Ceremonies, bv which he made JFupier tell him a Charm 
asainft Towrder. Then he was antolerably Superftitious 
and Enchufiajtical, he woud not fo much as accepe the 
Crown ot Rome, ‘cll he had firlt aske leave of every 
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Crow or Ow] chat flew by him: He propagated thefe 
fooli/h Superjitiions among the People, and rooted ’em fo 
deep in the’r Religion and Common Converfation, that 


it made ‘em weak and tearful on che moft frivolous and 
ridiculous occahons, 
Generals, Armies and Kingdoms, taking ’em off trom a 
witer dependance on Heaven, aod with fubmiflion co 
tiat making ule of cher own Valour and Reaton 5 and 
if there was fometimes a brave Min who thook off thee 
’ackies, he was looke upon little better chan an Athe- 
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For Afaomer, he fcarce deferves, as he’s hardly fit to 
be mention’d ; every one knows he was the leadeft Im- 
poltor that ever abus’d Mankind, no Vice came amis to 
him, and we can a great deal more eafily believe chat 
God wou'd {peak thro’ an Ajs, chan by tuch 2 Goat and 
Oivine as he, 


‘or Secondly, Does moft of the Evidence they. br'ng 


{> che Divinity of their Laws, amountto any more tiian 
thei own good word, at leaft none of ‘em came attetled 

lfuch a manner as was neceflary to perfwade a wile 
fan they were fent trom Heaven.  Lycnrgus, tor. Kis 
simous Rhetra, which he pretends he received from the 
God at Delphos, had no witnefs bat bimfelf andi a:cheat- 
198 Prieff-(t. Indeed he travel'd both into Crete and 
Fejot, making an acquaintance with the principal may 
it Doth places, to get what he cou’d from them, where 


vhich fometimes was the lols of , 
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velling in fuch places, and on fuch an Errand. Refides. 
che way of promiuging his Laws isa clear Evidence that 
he had not tuthes 


Actetation of the Divine Autho. 
rity, to which all Men as {oon as convine’d, imimediate- 
ly fubmic: For he did it by Force and Armed Men, 
whoin he drew up into the Murket-place when his Pro- 
ject was ripe, and trighted poor K. Charilaus to much 
chat he ran cto Sanétuary on apprehention of Treafon, 

Solon too pretends an Or.icle, bathe makes 
little ont, and to well Je him pats. 

But for Nama, he quite glutted his b.rba- 
routs Romans with Cheat and Prodigy, who 
{wallow'd all as greedily and glibly as the 
poor Gerhs, Saxons, and others,-en their Con- 
verfion, did the Legendary Tales of his as pi- 
ous Succeffars : He made his Citizens believe 
ftrange Vifions were teen, and Prophetick Voi- 
ces heard, andalmott bared ’em out of their 
Wits to get ‘eminto his Religion 5 and this he 
folong uled ’em to, ‘till as Plutarch tells us 
there was nothing to ridicalous but he cou’d 
make ’em believe it, asin the Ancile, and a 
thoujand other Tricks of Legerdemain, yet 
‘twas all from Heaven every word on’t: But 
what Evidence —- Quibus indictys Que 
Zefte? Verily none atall bute he himfelf, and 
his dear Egeria; and the for Modefly ftood 
behind the Scenes, and made Numa her Proxy, 
who told her 7u/e undoubtedly as well as the 
der {elf could doit. Nor does he much pre- 
tend to Auiracl: neither, only once he aims at 
ic pretty towardly inthe Enchanted Feaft, with 
which he perfwaded the Senators his Egeria 
prelented ‘em ; buc that if true was but a com- 
mon Trick of every Sorcerer, and was far 
out-flung by the Adagitians of Egypt. 

Mahomer,to lay Truth, ts the pleafanteft 
Fellow of ’em all; if he had no Atracles, he 
made it up to the full with Lysmg-wonders. Uf 
his Dove thar pickt Corn out of his Ear were 
a convincing Argument of his being a Propher, 
why mayn't our little Boys fet up for that Ho- 
nour as well as he, who have Sparrows that 
lye to Hat ata Chirp or Beckonas ordeily as 
his Pidgeon coud to his Shoulder for the life 
on’t ? Indeed moft of his Miracles were near 
akin to Tran{ubftantiation, removing Moun- 
tains, while they fiood ftock-flill where the 
were. Tis truce, (if you'll believe him ). Al- 
borach and he travel'd io thouland Leagues 
together, the felf fame Road that Gonzales 

firice took with his Ganza’é, and! Bergerac with 

hits Bottlés:of May. dew and Aftrrow-bones, and 
well worth their Pains was’t, for they brought 
back the “Alcor with "em; but ‘not fo much 
as 


ro confirm 
it, of all thofe that he met and ralkt within 


as one Angels band or mark, tot 


his Journey. He had indeed, once upon a 
time, a Voice out of the Eartn, ( not from 
Heaven ) which proclaimd him the great 
Prophet of God. But he, bloody /uttle Knave, 
was refolv’d the poor Fool whom he had 
plac’d in a Hollow Cavern for that purpote 
thou’d never tell Tales out 0’ School, or recant 
what he had f2id, and for that reafon, made 
his Followers immediately fil up the Caves- 
mouth with heaps of feones, and bury the weercn 
alive while he was in {0 good a mind, 

Add to this, if there needed any more, 
that the molt ingenuous Writers among the 
{leathen, do now and then, in tpite of their 
Relision, drop tuch things as how plainly 
they thought it all a @e.st, and contriv’d, 
facere populum. And this not Poets, oF Epi- 
curians only, butthe graveit and molt é/earn- 
ed, among ’em, their very Prajés, and Mote 
thac were wui'rated in their higheft Myjt eries. 
Tully’s opinion is very well kaot tn thete mit 
ters, and has bin often enough publifhd to 
the World. But Plararch is yet more fair, 
and ingenuons, for after he has tatd all he 
cou'd of his Nwza, in defence of Lycurgus 
and other Heathen Law givers tnipiratioa, 
of which to {ay true he gives a pleatanc ac- 
count. ‘** That he fees no reaton, but that 
‘“ the Gods, when ina grave and fober hi- 
“© gnour, fhouwd inipire and afitt the ALakers 
‘6 of Laws, as well as when they are on a 
merry piz, they do Mufitians and Poets, which 
we juppote no body willdesy him after this, 
and his frankly owning that Thoughts are 
ree, and every one may think what pleafes 
him beft in thefe marrers 5 as if he had not 
yet faid enough he comes co the point, and 
faisly defends Law-givers for cheating the peo- 
ple. ‘¢ It can’t be deny’d( fays he ) but 
“6 that tuch men as Lycurgus, Numa and o- 
thers, who were to deal with the /edstzons 
Humours of fanatick Citizens, and the nnucon- 
fiant difpofitson of the multitude, might /aw- 
fully eftablifh “* their precept with the pre- 
“Grence of divine authority, and cheat ‘em into 
*¢ fuch politicks as tend to their own happi- 
“nels. Thus farhe, of the /awfulne/s of tuch 
price We have already dilcours’d, but the 
Faét it felf which we now contend for, is 
by thelfe words more than /appos’d, and al- 
mo{t in Jerms granted. 


Is wassntended to have made an end of this 
Difcoxrfe im thes Mercury, bat it being 
fomewhat too varge, we are thereby pre- 


Abdbertifements, 


Oa Tuelday being the roth. of this 
Infhant, will be Publifbed 


Aantagruel’s Voyage to the Oracle of the 
Bottle. Besng the Fourth and Fifth Books 


of the Works of Francis Rabelais, 7 D 


with the Pantagruelian Prenofticaticn, and o. 
ther Pieces in Verfe and Profe by that Author - 
Alfo his Hiftorical Letters. Besng all his 
Works that are Extant, Never before print. 
in Englifhe Done out of French by Mr. 
Mortenx. With Explanatory Remarks on eve. 
ry Chapter by the fame Hand. London, Print. 
ed for Richard Baldwin mear the Oxford- 
Arms #2 Warwick-Lane. 1694. 


Pefterday was joublivt 
3 New Piece, Enrituled, Te Caulele{s ground of 
Surmile:, Fealoufies and unjujt Offences remov. 
ed. in a full clearing of Faithful Friends, anda tober 
jication of my lanocency and the Fricnds concern. 
4d with mein relation to the late Kelizious Differences 
and Breaches anong fome ot the Peopie casled Quakers 
in dura. By Geurge Keitd. 


a True Account of the Proce: dines, Senfe and Advice 

of she People called Lurker ‘, at the Yearly 
Meeting of Fatthtul Friends aid Brethren, begun in Loz. 
fom orthe 28¢% of tre chird Month, 1694. aad held by 
Adjourament unto the 1114. of the Monte tollowing, in 
orver to put anend to the Divifens and ‘ferences 3. 
mong fome of the People called Quakers in Amz ice: To 
witich ts added an Account ot the Proceedings of the year- 
ly Meeting at Burlington, relating to the {aid D:fferen- 
Ces 5 fhewing the Dij-harmory ot che two taid Meer oge: 
As allio fome Queries to that Party of tne yearly Met. 


ing at London who gave the atorelaxd Judgment. Trice 
44. ittcnt up in Blew Paper. Printed tor R. Levis, 
j Pee wa = ATE : re Y 
and are to be Sold by the Bookilellers ot London and We/?- 
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e% He Second Volume of the Fremch Book of Martyrs, or 
Hiltory oi the Edit of Nantes, is now publiihe in Eng. 
a lif, with ber Majelties Royal Priviledge, and rea ly tolbe 
delivered to the Subleribsis upoa the Terms mentioned in the 
Propa'al , ( not with: tandinz this Volumeis ten Sheets more than 
was at firit promiled ) provided they fend im chetr Recer,ts and 
feond Payments to Joba Danton at the Raven iu the Peultrey, 
Tee Third and Feurth Volumes ( tor which no more Sub ferip- 
risxs will be ta en m) are alfo preparing tor the Pre S, and 
comprehend ( with the two Volumes already pu! tthed ) all the 
Per fecutions tiat have been in France trom the beginning of the 
Reformation there, down to thus prefent time, : . 


rachic.tl Dijcourfes upon the Parables of our 

Bleed Saviour, with Prayers annexed to 
each Dijcourfe, by Francis Bragg. Vicar of 
Hitchen, a Hertiord-fhire. London, Print. 
cd for S. Mankhip at the Ship near the Roy- 
al-Exchange sz Cornhil. 


Gamby’s Sale of all forts of Cabinetework at 
J Salisbury Exchange in the Strand, being now almof 
tilled, the Lots will certainly be drawn the 182). of 
Fuly at che place atorefaid, al] Perfons who will ven- 
ture are defired co take their Tickets forthwith, there 
wanting bur few to compleat the Number. the Goods 
will be delivered at the Place of Sale three days af- 
ter the Drawing, according to the printed Propofals 
which are to be had at the Place aforefaid. and at 
Mr. Hammenteys Goldimith over againft Katharinc-/treet in 
the Sirand, and at Mr. Perjons at the shroe black Lyons 
near Charing-Crofs. 


N Ludgate-Hill, next Door to the King’s-Arms Tavern 

near Fleet-Bridge, any per(on may be jurnifhed with 
4 Waser for taking away the Freckles, Pimples, Worms and 
Morphew in the Face, Elixir Salutis, Balfamum Viz, 
Tinétura Vitz. An excellent Water and Ointmert for the Eyes. 
Ointments for the Rickets, Burns, Scalds, Wounds, Aches, 
Sprains, &c. Powders, Dentrifices, Elixers, Effences, Oils, 
Spirits, Sec. For the eafing and curing of mojt Di,iempers 
incident to bumane Bodies. Prepared and Sold byB. L. 
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